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Essex Wildlife Trust
Draft Statement of Common Ground

1. Purpose of the Statement of Common Ground

This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared to outline the areas of

agreement and-any-remaining-peints-of-diseussion between National Grid and Essex Wildlife

Trust regarding potential ecological impacts in relation to the proposed Norwich to Tilbury
Project (the Project). All matters are agreed; there are no matters that remain under discussion.

The aim is to clarify the shared understanding of any issues and facilitate an efficient resolution
process.

2. Parties to the SoCG

This SoCG is agreed between National Grid and the Essex Wildlife Trust (EWTthe_
Stakeholder).

expected te—lee—reseh,ceelr

SecG ID Swmary-of-matter under-discussion——— Deadhine forresolution

7 —General EWTraised in July-2024-concerns in regard-to—Likely-to-heresolved-by
«Loss-and-damage-to-habitats-hedgerows Deadline 7 following™
and-trees, including ancientwoodiand further engagement.
=Long-term ecological harm-despite-being

» Impacts en-protected-species-(dormice bats.-
birds)

= Fragmentation-of ecological eonnectivityfrom
wnderground-cabling

« Cumulative environmental losses, partictarhy-
areundTF bury

The Applcant has summarised how the

Proect has-soughtto-reduce—npacts-on-
wildhfe-sites,-hew iImpacts to-trees-have been
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NaturalEngland-and-the Letters-of No
Impediment {(LONBforwatervole-badgerand-
dormousereceived-A-signed Impact-
Assessment-and-Conservation Payment-

” : I E -
also been obtained. The Applicant is still-

i loseh it I e
prepare-a-Draft project-wide licence forbats.
EWT-are-toreview-the information provided

7 2— Aneient-

Woodlands-and

irreplaceable-

habitat

7 3—Lecal

Wildhte-Sitesn-

Essex

Tvd— Licensable-

Species and- Dormouse—EWT maintains-that the Project-

Designated-Sites  would-result in unacceptablehabitat- farther engagement.
fragmentation-of Hazel Dormouse-popiiations

ring i i . od I
March 2026, the Applicant received a Letter of-
Ne Impediment (LOND-coenfirming-that-Natural-
England-seesnoe impediment te licences te-
derogate-for impacts to-dormouse-being
issued’.
Bats—EWT considers-that the propesed-bat-
fhyway-erossing-structures-are insufficient in
number-and effectiveness to-address-habitat-
severanceThe-Applicant confirms-the
e s e or.
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issued’.
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onallv Linked I i
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disturbance effects would-result in no-adverse-
effect enthe integrity efthe-Stourand-Orwell-
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; N I . Lot e
impacts on designhated sites have been avoided-
and indirect effects have-beenminimised-
through embedded mitigation—as-wellas -
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Recovery-Network riverresteration-or enhancements, and improve Deadline7following-
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4-Background

3.1 44-Description of the Project/Development

The Project is a proposal by National Grid to upgrade the electricity transmission system in
East Anglia between Norwich and Tilbury, comprising:

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 5
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* *-A new 400 kilovolt (kV) electricity transmission connection of approximately 180 km overall

= length from Norwich Main Substation to Tilbury Substation via Bramford Substation, a new
East Anglia Connection Node (EACN) Substation and a new Tilbury North Substation,
including:

— Approximately 159 km of new overhead line supported on approximately 509 pylons,
either standard steel lattice pylons (approximately 50 m in height) or low height steel
lattice pylons (approximately 40 m in height) and some of which would be gantries
(typically up to 15 m in height) within proposed Cable Sealing End (CSE) compounds or
existing or proposed substations

— Approximately 21 km of 400 kV underground cabling, some of which would be located
through the Dedham Vale National Landscape (an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB)

* Up to seven new CSE compounds (with permanent access) to connect the overhead lines to
the underground cables

» Modification works to connect into the existing Norwich Main Substation and a substation
extension at the existing Bramford Substation

A new 400 kV substation on the Tendring Peninsula, referred to as the EACN Substation
(with a new permanent access). This is proposed to be an Air Insulated Switchgear (AIS)
substation

A new 400 kV substation to the south of Orsett Golf Course in Essex, referred to as
the Tilbury North Substation (with a new permanent access). This is proposed to be a Gas
Insulated Switchgear (GIS) substation

* Modifications to the existing National Grid Electricity Transmission overhead lines to
facilitate the connection of the existing network into the new Tilbury North Substation to
provide connection to the Tilbury Substation

* Ancillary and/or temporary works associated with the construction of the Project.

In addition, third party utilities diversions and/or modifications would be required to facilitate
the construction of the Project. There would also be land required for environmental mitigation
and Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG).

As well as the permanent infrastructure, land would also be required temporarily for
construction activities including, for example, working areas for construction equipment and
machinery, site offices, welfare, storage and temporary construction access.

The Project would be designed, constructed and operated in accordance with applicable health
and safety legislation. The Project will need to comply with design safety standards including
the Security and Quality of Supply Standard (SQSS), which sets out the criteria and
methodology for planning and operating the National Electricity Transmission System (NETS).
This informs a suite of National Grid policies and processes, which contain details on design
standards required to be met when designing, constructing and operating assets such as those
proposed for the Project.

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 6
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The Project is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) and as such will require

the grant of development consent by the making of a Development Consent Order (DCO) under
the Planning Act 2008. The Act places duties on National Grid as the DCO applicant to consult
with prescribed or affected persons as well as to take account of responses to consultation and
publicity. In accordance with these statutory requirements, National Grid has undertaken two
non-statutory consultations and one statutory consultation to inform its proposals, with further
recent targeted consultations.

4. 5-Stakeholder Interests

EWTEssex Wildlife Trust supports the transition to renewable energy to mitigate the worst
impacts of climate change. There is an understanding that additional electricity transmission
infrastructure is needed to facilitate the shift towards a decarbonised energy sector; however, it
is essential that this shift is not at the expense of wildlife and biodiversity, which faces an
intrinsically linked and equally serious crisis. EWTEssex Wildlife Trust therefore support a
coordinated strategic approach to the planning, design and construction of new energy
infrastructure to reduce the overall negative impacts from schemes on nature and maximise
potential for habitat creation and restoration to deliver environment, social and economic
benefits.

EWTEssex Wildlife Trust would like more detail from National Grid regarding how impacts will
be mitigated through design and during the construction and operational phases, as well as
information about potential limitations the scheme might place on habitat restoration and
management activities in the vicinity of the overhead lines and pylons. Given the nature of

the impacts, EWTEssex Wildlife Trust also expect to see evidence that the mitigation hierarchy
has been followed and measures to avoid ecological impacts have been considered.

Potential for significant impacts to important species within Dedham Vale National Landscape
(notably hazel dormice and bats) must be adequately assessed and likely impacts avoided,
mitigated, and compensated for in line with the mitigation hierarchy and following best practice
to ensure no residual adverse impact and ideally provide significant net benefits to the species
locally.

EWT sEssex Wildlife Trust's interests also include:

e Wider impacts as a result of hedgerow/ scrub/ woodland loss which could affect hazel
dormice, bats (especially barbastelle), and farmland birds even if considered temporary

e Impacts to Local Wildlife Sites
» Bird collision risk modelling

» Potentially significant impacts at a population level on hazel dormice in Dedham Vale
National Landscape (echoing the concerns of Suffolk Wildlife Trust on this matter).

e Concerns include significant habitat loss, including the removal of a considerable number of
trees, at Springfield Farm, north of Black Brook in Section C

* Habitat losses impacting a number of non-statutory Local Wildlife Sites (LoOWS) in Essex
including areas of ancient woodland

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 7
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Impacts on hazel dormice, bats and birds

EWT-may-alse-raiseEssex Wildlife Trust have raised concerns or comments on additional
matters pertaining to biodiversity conservation within the development consent application
following sight of the Environmental Statement and other documents. National

Grid has reviewed and worked with Essex Wildlife Trust throughout the process of the

developingdevelopment of this document.

The chronology of National Grid’s engagement with SWTEssex Wildlife Trust to date, and
the evolution of the Project’s design is summarised as follows:

2022

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.

National Grid presented information on how the Project was evolving from the evaluation
of strategic options to a preliminary preferred graduated swathe within which new
infrastructure (pylons and underground cables) could be located as well as a proposed
new substation site on the Tendring Peninsula, as described within the Corridor and
Preliminary Routeing and Siting Study Report (April 2022) [APP-356]

21 April - 16 June non-statutory consultation

2023

Development of the 2023 Preferred Draft Alignment, responding to feedback and other
studies, as described within the Design Development Report (June 2023)

27 June - 21 August non-statutory consultation on the 2023 Preferred Draft Alignment

9 August 2023 - Meeting to discuss BNG opportunities

2024

Development of the 2024 Preferred Draft Alignment, responding to feedback and other
studies as described within the Design Development Report (April 2024) and Preliminary
Environmental Information Report (PEIR) (April 2024)

10 April - 26 July Statutory Consultation on the 2024 Preferred Draft Alignment
26 July 2024 - Received statutory consultation response from SWTEssex Wildlife Trust

10 October 2024 - Meeting to discuss BNG opportunities

2025

Development of the proposed Project Alignment prior to DCO submission, considering
feedback and further engineering and environmental studies

30 January - 17 April Targeted Consultations on proposed changes to the 2024
Preferred Draft Alignment

24 April 2025 - Meeting to discuss BNG and tree planting opportunities
19 June 2025 - Meeting to discuss BNG and tree planting opportunities

Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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— 14 July 2025- Meeting to discuss the SoCG with Essex Wildlife Trust, Suffolk Wildlife
Trust and Norfolk Wildlife Trust.

— 15 September 2025 - National Grid provided the relevant Environmental Statement
documents for consideration including the Outline Landscape and Ecological
Management Plan and Outline Code of Construction Practice.

— 24 September 2025 - Meeting to discuss comments and queries on the Environmental
Statement with Essex Wildlife Trust, Suffolk Wildlife Trust and Norfolk Wildlife Trust

— 3 December 2025 - Meeting to discuss BNG and offsite opportunities

— 9 December 2025 - Meeting to discuss the Statement of Common Ground with Essex
Wildlife Trust, Suffolk Wildlife Trust and Norfolk Wildlife Trust.

« 2026

— 6 January 2026 - Meeting with Essex Wildlife Trust and Environment Agency to discuss
the WaLOR project.

— 23 April 2026 - Updated draft of SOCG shared with EWTEssex Wildlife Trust for review
and feedback

— 19 May 2026 - Updated draft of SOCG and associated presentation slides shared with
= Essex Wildlife Trust for review and feedback

— 29 June 2026 - Email correspondence with Essex Wildlife Trust on Statement of
Common Ground outstanding matters.

8 July 2026 - Final draft sent to Essex Wildlife Trust for sign off.

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 9
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o ( -Matters Agreed
i-O Ssue Agreement reached Date-agreed- Relevant-
documentation
51
IP Issue Essex-Wildlife Frust position- National Grid response  Relevant-
documentati
on
ID Issue Agreement reached Date agreed_ Relevant
documentatio
n
Trljjk  General Comments-provided in Through the consideration of 29" June 2026 7.4 Outline
i response-to-the-Statutory - consultation feedback such as that Landscape
Consultation in Juby-2024- provided by EWTEssex Wildlife Trust and
The Trusthas identified the- and ongoing environmental and Ecological
following concerns and issues-  €ngineering studies, the Project has Management
to-address: minimised impacts on wildlife sites Plan Appendix
. " . where possible and have detailed B - Ancient
mpacts et tndergrounding- appropriate mitigation to ensure no Woodland and
cables-wnere-route passes- long-term residual effects. Veteran Tree
through Dedham Vale _
NationakLandscape Impacts to trees has been considered by Strategy
10
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IP Issue Essex-Wildlife Frust-position- National Grid response  Relevant-
documentati
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ID Issue Agreement reached Date agreed Relevant

documentatio
n

impact en-hedgerows-and  the design team and a full impact

time lag betweenreplacing- assessment for biodiversity receptors is

hedgerews-and-achieving-  included within the Environmental

conneetiityand equal Statement.

ecological vatue: Mitigation-for impactsimpacts on wildlife
= Significant-habitat l0ss - sites ean-be-foundhave been mitigated_

including-the remevalofa-  for in Section 9 Landscape and
considerable-numberof- Ecological Reinstatement and Mitigation

trees—at-Springfield-Farm,- of 7.4 Outline Landscape Ecological
north-of Black-Brook in- Management Plan [REP3-030].

SectionC Impacts and-mitigationforfg protected
= Habitat losses impacting a-  SPecies ean-be-foeund inhave been

Aumberofnon-statutony- mitigated for within Section 6.1
LeWS in Essex; including Protgcted Species Mitigation of 7.4
areas of ancient woodland Outline Landscape and Ecological

+-Impacts en-hazel-dormice,- Management Plan [REP3-030].
| b Y

Suitable mitigation for protected species_
has been developed in consultation with_

D )
overhead eel_llsmilmns aalcldt on. Natural England to ensure legal
Rdergrounaing imp compliance and best practice guidelines

FEEEE are adhered to. Where necessary, draft

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
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nationalgrid

IP Issue Essex-Wildlife Trust position- National Grid response  Relevant-
docwmentat
on

ID Issue Agreement reached Date agreed Relevant
documentatio
n

+-Impact on Tilbury -impact ea- licence applications have been issued to [APP-281]

: ) Natural England. In Mareh-2026-the 7.2 Outline
developments-and-the- apphicantreceived Letters of-Neof No Code of
cumulativenet loss - Impediment (LON#)-forwatervole; Construction

baelger—and—de;meuse—emq#m%g—tha{ Practice

+-Fthe-scheme-will-cause- ‘Natural-England-sees-no impediment to- [REP3-025]
significanttemporany 0SSeS- |iconces to-derogate-for impacts to
shlowlandifizea cecisuous badge#s—de%meuse—and—wﬁ%er—v@e
woodland—coastal-and- ing , i
et ; being issued’. A-sighedhave been

floodplain-grazing Marsh  gptained for water vole
lowland ery-at d-grasslandy- 1576 dormouse and badger, alongside
important heagerows; ane- 3 signed Impact Assessment aad-
rivers-While-termed

Conservationand Conservation Payment
‘temporary;these [0Sses-  cqrtificate for Great Crested Newts
will-persist-ior several- (GCN)-has-alse-been-obtained-from-
years,-and-full ecological- ¢ 50l England-and-signed-by-the
restoration will take- : - ;

Apphcant-This-confirms-that-the-
decades. Applicant will-apply for a GCN District-

L ing(DLL I
that Natuwral England-agree-to-deliver-the-
tiontion. I i
National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 12
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IP Issue Essex-Wildlife Frust-position- National Grid response  Relevant-
documentati
on
ID Issue Agreement reached Date agreed Relevant

documentatio
n

identified which-willbe impacted by-the-
pre act and-therefore Natural England
are-thable-to-provide-a LONI-Hor-bats.-
The Applicant is still working closely with
Natural England-to-prepare-a-Draft-
project-wide licence for-bats-A letter of-
support is expected to-be issued by-
NatuwralEngland-supporting the-contents
of the draft Project-wide licence during
the-Examination-for great crested newt._
No impacted bat roosts have_

been identified; however, National Grid_
is progressing a project-wide bat licence
with Natural England, who_

has indicated support for the proposed.
approach.

Impacts from other developments and
cumulative net loss ean-be-foundas_
been assessed in 6.17 Environmental
Statement Chapter 17 - Cumulative
Effects [APP-281].

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
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IP Issue Essex-Wildlife Frustposition- National Grid response  Relevant-
documentati
on

ID Issue Agreement reached Date agreed Relevant
documentatio
n

There-are-several commitments-within-
72 Outline Code-of Construction-
Practice [REP3-025]-to-minimise-
vegetation loss and-to-retain-habitat-

. . . !
wildlife Trust confirmed on the 29™ June
2026 that this matter has been agreed
between both parties.

+25. Ancient Essex Wildlife Trust- National Grid provides the following- 29" June 2026 7.4 Outline

Z Woodlands highlighted in theirrelevant- response-to-EWT s commentsraised in- Landscape

and representations dated 11- their Relevant Representation and
irreplaceable Nevember2025-the following- regardingEssex Wildlife Trust raised_ Ecological
habitats comments: concerns regarding the impacts to Management
« Ancientwoodlands are- ancient woodlands and veteran trees Plan Appendix
B - Ancient

irreplaceable habitats—he-
scheme identifies six-

) ) 2
e I ) E.
and-34-ancientwoodland-

e-in Essex. National Grid confirmed that

Although-unaveidable-the impacts to_

ancient woodland have been avoided as

far as possible. Impacts to the ancient
woodlands within Essex are minimal

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
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IP Issue Essex-Wildlife Frust-position- National Grid response  Relevant-
documentatt
on

ID Issue Agreement reached Date agreed Relevant

documentatio
n

with-fowrreguiring-removal-
Our-concerns include, but-
arenot limited to-
—Fourancientwoodlands-
in Essex-where impacts-
are-confirmed-as-

impacts from-this-
project-butaffects LTC

and appropriate mitigation has been
provided to ensure no long-
temlong-term impacts. A full breakdown
of the impacts to each ancient woodland
and a site-specificsite-specific mitigation/
compensation solution has been
provided within 7.4 Outline Landscape
and Ecological Management Plan
Appendix B - Ancient Woodland and
Veteran Tree Strategy [REP3-032].

*45.13.A6 Environmental Statement
Appendix 13.6 - Arboricultural Impact
Assessment (AlA) Figure A13.6.1 -

- Arboricultural Impact Assessment

[REP1-065] provides a reasonable

- worst-case assessment of tree impacts.

During and following detailed design, the
Main Works Contractor(s) would seek to
reduce impacts and avoid trees where
practicable.

«-Compensation for any loss of

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
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P~ lIssue Essex-Wildlife Frustposition- National Grid response  Relevant-
documentatt
on

ID Issue Agreement reached Date agreed Relevant
documentatio
n

mitigation planting area- irreplaceable habitat would be Veteran Tree-
—Thefour irreplaceable- agreed with stakeholders as outlined Strategy
ancient trees—currently- in 7.4 Outline Landscape and [REP3-032]
flagged-as-requiring- Ecological Management Plan 7.2 Outline
removal_forwhich-we- Appendix B - Ancient Woodland Code of
would expect aveidance- ~ and Veteran Tree Strategy Construction
propesals-The Ancient [REP3-032]- Practice
Weedland-and-Veteran «- and commitments will be secured rREP3-025}(Re
Tree-Strategy-states- through Cemmitments-within 7.2 vision F)
that“fullcompensatien- Outline Code of Construction
IS unachievable™ Practice [REP3-025Revision F).
—reliance on the 15m- «ApplicationThe application of a 15m
bufferas-the-sele- buffer from ancient woodland is
protective-measure- currently the standing advice available
when-Natural-England's- and is considered appropriate for the
standing-advice;- temporary works associated with this
currently underreview.-  Project.
states-this is amIRIAUM- < Right of access routes would only be
fer exclusion ef-aetvity ;504 during the maintenance period and
thatmay-be insufficient-  gny yse would be generally limited to a
depending-on-

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
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documentati
on

ID Issue Agreement reached Date agreed Relevant
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n

7 5. Local Wildlife EWT-agree-thatthe Norwichto

Sites (LoWS) TilburyProjecthasminimised

small vehicle with limited movements.
This potential impact is identified, where
relevant to individual ancient woodlands,
within 7.4 Outline Landscape and
Ecological Management Plan
Appendix B - Ancient Woodland and
Veteran Tree Strategy [REP3-032] and
appropriate mitigation measures are set
out within the document. These
measures will ensure no significant
residual effect on ancient woodlands are
encountered as a result of right of
access routes.

Essex Wildlife Trust confirmed on the
29" June 2026 that matters relating to_
ancient woodland and irreplaceable_
habitats have been agreed between
both parties._

Essex Wildlife Trust raised concerns. 29" June 2026

regarding the appropriateness of

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.

Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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ID Issue Essex Wildlife Trust position- National Grid response Relevant-
documentati
on

ID Issue Agreement reached Date agreed Relevant_

_documentatio
n

3 in Essex impacts en-the-majority-of- mitigation for impacts to Local Wildlife and_

LoWS In Essex-Appropriate- Sites (LWS) in Essex. National Grid Ecological_
mitigationfor impacts en-seme- confirms Impacts to LWS have been_ Management_

LoWS remains-a-matterfor-

minimised where possible and where/if

Plan (Revision_

required appropriate mitigation_ Eh

Essex Wildlife Trust confirmed- Mmeasures are detailed within 7.4 _

that this matter was stillunder . Outline Landscape and Ecological_
Management Plan (Revision F).

diseuss-the-Statementof- FheProject-has-minimised impacts en-
Common-Ground-on-9'"- LoWS in Essex-where-possible-and-
ensure ne long-term residual-
effects.Essex Wildlife Trust confirmed
on the 29" June 2026 that matters
relating to LWSs in Essex have been_
agreed between both parties.
+45. Licensable EWT-hasconsiderable- Impacts to ecological features including. 29" June 2026 7.4 Outline
4 Species and in-house expertise in respeet-of- protected species and designated sites Landscape
Designated protected-{licensable)species- are adequately assessed within_ and
Sites and-routinely-provides- 6.8 Environmental Statement Chapter_ Ecological
National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 18
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IP Issue Essex-Wildlife Frust-position- National Grid response  Relevant-
documentatt
on
ID Issue Agreement reached Date agreed Relevant
documentatio
n
comments-to-planning- 8 - Ecology and Biodiversity_ Management
authorities-and-the-Planning- [AS-026] and wherelif Plan
Inspectorate en-protected- required appropriate mitigation_ [REP3-030(Re
species-matters- EWT-also- measures are detailed within 7.4 vision F).]
reutinely-provide-commentsen- Outline Landscape and Ecological 6.8
matters—relating-to-statutory- Management Plan (Revision F) and_ Environmenta
designated-sites;aspertheir- secured through commitments within_ | Statement
charitable remit-EWT- 7.2 Qutline Code of Construction_ Chapter 8 -
therefoerereserve-the-rightto-  Practice (Revision F)._ Ecology and
provide-commenis-on-the- Suitable mitigation for protected species_ Biodiversity
Nerwieh-teTHiburyPrejeetin-  nas been developed in consultation with- [AS-026]
respeet-of-protected- Natural England to ensure legal 6.8.A13ES-
(licensable) speecies-and- compliance and best practice guidelines_ Appendix-
statutory-designated-sites are adhered to. Where necessary, draft 8.13: Otter
Essex Wildlife Trust- licence applications have been issued to_ and Water
highlighted in their Relevant- Natural England. Letters of No_ Vole Report-
Representation-dated-11- Impediment have been obtained [AS-039]
November2025the following-  for water vole, 5.3 Habitats
comments-en-protected- hazel dormouse and badger, alongside_ R.egulations
species: a signed Impact Assessment_ e
» Three European Protected-  and Conservation Payment Certificate_ Report
19
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docwmentat
on
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n

Species-are-affected-Hazel- for great crested newt. No impacted bat_ [APP-082]
Dormouse-{contirmed-al- roosts have been identified; however,_ 7.2 Outline
five-Essex locations), bats-  National Grid is progressing_ Code of
(extensive aetivityrecorded- a project-wide bat licence with Natural Construction
with incomplete reost- England, who has indicated support for_ Practice
surveysi-and-European the proposed approach. [REP3-025(Re
Otter{confirmed-holts- National-Grid-will- continue-to engage- vision F).]
including breeding-site}-4a-  with EWT on-this-matter.-

National Grid-provides-the following

include, but-arenet limited- updated-6-8 Environmental- 4

to- winpQ e ..
- . . . . . . .
—habitat fragmentation- . r ]-
; ; submitted-to-the-Planning-
during-muaiti-year-

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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n

€onstruetion isolating-
Hazel Dormouse-
populates

- batflyway-crossing-

structurespropesed at-  » National-Grid-has-been-working-closely-

limited locations may-be-
insufficient fer extent of-
habitat severance-and-
efficacy efany-sueh-
evidence demonstrating-
migl -
struetures-do-not work-
(e-g-ALL)

—impacts en-Otter natal-

— e

I'l.elt IWIHI Kits |e|qu_n|n_g
breeding seasen

—-incomplete WaterVole-

_ swveysandunclear-

displacement-

Inspectorate in Nevember2025.-

Conclusions in the assessment have-
not changed as a result of the 2025-
surveys-undertaken.

with-Natwral England-to-prepare-a-
draft dormeuse licence. In Mareh-

2026._National Grid ved al ]

ofNo Impediment (LOND-confirming-
that‘Natural-England sees-no
impediment e licences to-derogate-

for impacts te-dormeuse-being-
issued’. Fhe-habitat loss in and-

i i L d o |

i< rinimalwith-desi I .
caretully-undertakento-avoid-and-
minise iImpacts. There-would-beno
significant connectivity loss for hazel-
dormouse during the construction
o 1l . .
dermeuse sites. Impacts te-suitable

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
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n
methodology doermouse-habitat is limited te-
Essex-Wildlife Trust- temporary-gaps in hedgerows-and-
highlighted in theirRelevant- Weeel-l&ne!—ham%a%s,—te—faem{a%e_—t-he—
Representation-dated-11- construction haul roads. The size of-
Nevember2025 the following- the-gap-would-be-a-ma>mum-ot-12
Ge_m_m_e,n_t_s_e,n_d_e_si_g_na_ted_ m—WPde—a'n'd—t-hEFefG'Fe—\NeH'l'd—Het-
nature_conservations-sites: cause fragmentation of dormouse-
a I " habitat in line w idelines.-
. ) ; Connected-hedgerows-around-the-
internationally designated- E Id - L d ]
stes-within-Essex including- Id | ' 12 )
the Stour and Orwell- .
Estuaries Ramsar/SPA-and- : .
would be reinstated following the-
the- Thames Estuary-and- completion-of the-works.
Marshes Ramsar/SPA-as- o '
well-as-nationally- «-The artificial bat flyways are proposed-
designated-SSSis-and- atkey locations where-the-survey-
Local- Wildlife-Sites—Our- data-has indicated a-high-usage-
coneerns include, but-are- feature-by-foraginglcommuting-bats,-
not limited to: to ensure connectivity is maintained-
—the adequacy of the- SuAAg gSls T s he a_p_pme_teln =
bat commuting/feraging mitigation

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
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n

bi lations.
Assessment (HRA),
oulasl ling.
funetionally linked land-
L) ifving.
species
—the-assessment-of-
llision risk for birds.
wsing internationally-
important sites-and-the-
el
a_ellequaelyne_l G’e”I.Sllell i .
diverter installation-
proposed-atonly-twe
locations {River-
Waveney and Ardk gh-
Reservoir) across the

and-the-proposed locations fer-the-

be submitted-at Beadline 1. The-
structuresproposed-are effectively
ficial ronl .

: lativelv ol : .
temporary impact. Fhe-Apphicant-

| ot ; i he.
design-of the proposed-temporary

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
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docwmentat
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n

] bat i he detailed desian
poptiations-during- stage—beyend—the—pnne@es—eu%lmed_ = : -
construction-through- w%n—}Z—Qaﬂme—Eandsc—ape—and—
neise; lighting, and- Ecological-ManagementPlan-
hurman-activity FREP3-030}-

discussion In a-meeting-to- completed at any potential-
Common-Ground-on-9*- confirmed-that-none-of-the-potential-
December 2025 Noted-that- locations supperted-otter—Fhis-
the-Bat-Fhaway locations in- additional survey data has been-
relation-to-habitat loss that- included within-the-updated-6-8

evidence fromthe A11 DCO- Environmental-Statement-Chapter-

npotto-weork-and-further- [AS-026} Theretore, there is no
) — — ]
Added-that the Trust-was-still- natal-holts-as-part-of this Project.
uhelear-on-the-habitat « Water vole-surveys in 2025 -have-now-
fragmentation-of-Hazel- been-undertaken-and-the results-of-
Dormice. the-surveys provided within-the-
National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 24
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an-update-on-collision-risk &a%emeni—@hap%e%—l%ee@g-y—and_ _ : 5
m.gd.e.l.”.lq,g in t_he_meet_i.n.g_te_ BM%FSWEAS‘Q@@]—&’H—%—
d_iseu_s_s_t_h_e%_t_a_temen{_ei_ %—A—p—p—e%é(—g—]%—gﬁef—&n-d—\m—
Common-Ground-on9th Vole-Report{AS-039-A-draftwater
December2025-Noted-that- vole licence has-beenprepared-
;he_tea_m_we_pe_eu_#e_n_ﬁ_y_ Wh'FGh inC|UdeS d'e'ta'i'l—en—t-h'e—wa{ef:—
working-through-risk-modelling- vele—éisplaeemeni—memedelegy—and—
a.nd_u.nd.e.ps_ta_nd.i.ng_t_h.e_ SH-b-mH—t@d—t@—Nﬁt—H—F&l—Eng—l-aﬂd—-Fhe—
i in wintering-bird- Aapheant—has—meeaed—a—l:@NJ—
surveys. GGF‘#meg—ma‘—Nﬁ*H*&I‘EW _ _ -
sees-no impediment te licences to-
derogate for mpacts lo waler vole-
being issued'.
. . . -
Natienal-Grd pleuleles_l tlll.'eﬁ |G”Gnu1lll_g
commentsraised in theirRelevant-
. ; laci .
nature-conservation-sites:-
I Iabl Hats !_eaullelttlel_lsl . :S|SESSI|IIEIIE
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5.3 Habitats Regulations Assessment
Report [APP082APP-082] provides a
comprehensive evaluation of all

potential impact pathways between the
Project and internationally designated
sites, including the-Stour-and-Orwell-
Estuaries- SPA/Ramsar-and-the Thames-

: I . "y
behavioural information. ith-

ol o oy -
species-were screened into the-
Appropriate Assessment where relevant.
The HRA concludes that the Project will
result in no adverse effect on the
integrity of any European Site, with
mitigation secured through embedded
design measures and construction

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
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documentatio
n

controls. Natural England has confirmed
agreement with the HRA approach and
conclusions, as-set-eut in the-Statement-
ot Common-Ground-to-be submitted-at
Deadline 1.

. . .
B'SE.H'ba”ee t9 B'.'d Bopulations
The HRA assesses potential-
disturbance clfecls onrelevant-
Euwropean Sites and associated FLL -
including reise, lighting and-human-
activity during construction. Embedded-
mitigation-measures include seasonal
restrictions.-buffer zones directional
lighting and-construction-management-
controls secured through 7.2 Outline-

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
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! suffici | .
habitat is oblo within i »
landscape te—aeeemmeda%e—speeres
sueh-as lapwing and-golden-plover-With-

these-measures in place-the HRA
concludes-that disturbance effects would-

result in ho-adverse effect en-the-
integrity efthe-Stourand-Orwell-

established meelemng—memeelelegws—A
key embedded mitigation-measure is the-
undergrounding-of cables througheout the
Bedham-Vale-t atonal Landscape,

hick llision risk for birds.

i “ .
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likely increase the-area's-valuefor-
wintering-birds—as-well-as-at Ardleigh-
Reservoir-where-higherrisk species-are
regularly recorded--At-other locations,-
survey-data indicated low levels offlight-
activity-at-conductor-height-or limited-

: onal ity with desi .
rec  red-The HRA concludes thatwith-
this evidence led and-propertionate-
approach.collistonrisk-willresult in no-
adverse effect enthe integrity of any-
European Site-

Impacts en-SSSts-and-tocabWildhfe-

8— Ecology-and Biodiversity fAS-026]

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
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documentati
on

ID Issue Agreement reached Date agreed Relevant
documentatio
n

presents the assessment of potential-

impacts en-SSSls-and-Locall\Wildlife -
Stes in accordance-with-the EIA
lations. Tl I cul .
and-siting-of- the Project,-direct impacts
laci | citos | : wenl
and indirect effects {such-as-
disturbance, habitat loss or hydrological-

embedded desigh-and-construction-
s Following 4 Loat :

assessmentconcludes-thatno-
sighificant residual effects on-SSSls-or

Wildlife Trust confirmed on the 29™ June
2026 that matters relating to licensable

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 30
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n
species and designated sites have been
agreed between both parties.
7 5, BNG Offsite National-Grid-hasbeen- National Grid has been engaging in 29" June 2026 N/A7.1
5 Solutions engaging in productive - productive discussions with EWTEssex Biodiversity_
ehseussions-with-EWT Wildlife Trust regarding the provision of Net Gain_
regarding-the-provision-of offsite Biodiversity Net Gain units for the Report_
offsite Biodiversity Net-Gain Project. National Grid isare continuing [APP-299]
unitsforthe Project—National-  these discussions with EWWFEssex
Grid-are-continuing-these- Wildlife Trust regarding securing the
ehiseussions-with-EWT offsite units.
regarding-securingthe-efisite-  As set out in 7.1 Biodiversity Net Gain_
Ghits: Report rAPP-299], the Project will aim
Essex-Wildlife-Trust-and- to deliver offsite BNG legacy projects
National- Grid-confirmed-that-  within Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex. The_
this-matterwas-stil-under Local Nature Recovery Strategies will be_
diseussion In a-meeting-to- a key consideration
diseuss—the%ta{emen{—fﬁ- when determining offsite BNG locations.
Common-Ground-on9 National Grid-and-Essex Wildlife Trust-
engagement is eurrently-taking-
National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 31
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on
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documentatio
n

7455. Biodiversity  Cemments-provided-in-
6 Net Gain

; (BNG) Consultation in July-2024:

forward butwishto-
emphasise thatthe -
scheme; if consented;-
hould . aliver.
dor thi

vitally important in erderto-

; on in . ; he.
Statement of Common Ground on 9-
December2025-Further engagement is-

agreement.Essex Wildlife_
Trust confirmed 29" June 2026 that this

matter has now been agreed between_
both parties.

National Grid has committed 29" June 2026

to delivering a minimum_

of 10 % BNG for the Project on

a voluntary basis, aligned with its_
corporate_

sustainability objectives and forming_
the basis of the assessment. In

the absence of specific NSIP guidance,_
the BNG approach_

and assessment methodology have
been agreed in principle with Natural_
England and relevant local authorities,

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.

Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152

7.1
Biodiversity
Net Gain
Report
[APP-299]

32



Docusign Envelope ID: 7TEQCC7BE-78BC-817C-81DA-0DE15B4D2051

1-3 Strand T: +44 (0)20 7004 3000 n atl O n al g r I d

London WC2N 5EH www.nationalgrid.com

IP Issue Essex-Wildlife Frust-position- National Grid response  Relevant-
documentati
on
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n

fulhy-address-the-nature applying the statutory metric and best

emergency and-actively- practice principles as set out_
contribute-towardsnature’s- in 7.1 Biodiversity Net Gain

recovery-We-would Report [APP-299]. Essex Wildlife
therefore encourage- Trust has expressed an aspiration_
National Grid-te explore all- for higher levels of BNG; however, this_

opportunities-to-achieve-this- relates to the level of ambition rather
level ef-net-gain-as part of- than the acceptability of the approach,_

the-project. which is secured through the DCO. The
Essex Wildlife Trust- BNG rules around additionality have_
highlighted in theirRelevant- been applied to the Project. Full details_
Representation-dated-11- are presented within 7.1 Biodiversity_
Nevember 2025 the following- Net Gain Report [APP-299]. As set out.
comments: in 7.1 Biodiversity Net Gain Report_

. [APP-299], the Project will aim to deliver
Fhe BNG Reportprediets aR- oo BNG legacy projects within_

en-sie-net loss of-8-25% Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex. The Local

. i : .
e Ieﬁtﬁblt_ats FEGURRY  Nature Recovery Strategies will be a key_
’I " ' 1dllif IF'_ _ consideration when determining offsite_

e G I BNG locations.

expressed willingness in- National-Grid-will-deliverat least 10-%-
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principle to work with- BNG-with-wider environmental and-
N&HenaJ—Gnd—en—eﬁ-&%e seetetal-beneﬂ%s—en its eens#ue&en

maghitudeof - development{subject-to-certain-

biodi : lolslléglg _ exemptions) howeverthisrequirement is-

expectat enthatsuch-a- Rotyet In force-fornationaily-significant-
infrastructure projects—Current-
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IP Issue Essex-Wildlife Frust-position-

National Grid response

Relevant-
documentati
on

ID Issue Agreement reached

Date agreed

Relevant

documentatio

n

significant-national-seheme- indications are-that it wil-apphy-to-
should-make-a-meaningful  developmentconsent applications-
recovery, with clear - is yet to be confirmed. Despite-
measurable enhancements- submitting-the-developmentconsent-
forkey species-and-specific- application-before it is mandatory,the-
habitats. Applicant has-committed-to-deliver 10 %-

BNG-with-wider environmental and-

. I ; I oct
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P~ lIssue Essex-Wildlife Frustposition- National Grid response  Relevant-
documentatt
on

ID Issue Agreement reached Date agreed Relevant
documentatio
n

Local-Nature Recovery Strategies-
(ENRS)-where-practicable-Essex Wildlife_
Trust confirmed 29" June 2026 that this
matter has now been agreed between
both parties.
775. Nature Commentsprovided in National-Grid-notes-that opportunities-for 29th June 2026 7.4 Outline
i Recovery response-to-the-Statutory sueh improvement are-detated-within Landscape
Network Consultation in Juby-2024: the 710 Water Framework Directive- Ecological
» Any habitat creation-or- Assessment [APP-332] and factored in- Management
restoration included as-part- the-BNG-caleulations: Plan
of the-propesal-should- Essex Wildlife Trust raised that any {REP3-030(Re
maximise its contribution- habitat creation or restoration should vision F).]
towardsthe restorationof-  align with the Nature Recovery Network_ 7.10 Water
ecological cennectivityand- Objectives. National Grid confirms that Framework
delivery-of-the emerging- the Project will consider provision of Directive
Nature Recovery Network-  BNG within areas identified in Local Assessment
N L e T el e Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) areas [APP-332]
statement that the-project- where sites are available and are 71
would-seek to-provide- appropriate to project circumstances. Biodiversity

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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IP Issue Essex-Wildlife Frust-position- National Grid response  Relevant-
documentat
on

ID Issue Agreement reached Date agreed Relevant
documentatio
n

strategic-habitat- _ Essex Wildlife Trust raised that Net Gain
enhancement are-ereatioR- “opportunities should be explored for_ Report
aiming-to identify and- mitigation to include river restoration or [APP-299]
implement eppertuRitieste-  enhancements to reprofile/naturalise._
improve habitat-guakity-ane-  riverbanks, improve fish passage for_
coRnectivity-aRd-aligh-with  migratory species such as European eel_
RatioRal-Raturefecovery-  and brown trout, and contribute to_
ebjectives-and-projeets: natural flood risk management through

« Opportunities should be- creation of new wetland areas. National
explored itigati - Grid notes that opportunities for such_
include riverrestorationor- improvement are detailed within the 7.10_
enhancements te- Water Framework Directive_
reprofile/naturalise Assessment |ARP-3321 and factored in
riverbanks; improve fish- the BNG calculations. Details of species
passage for migratory- mitigation in relation to aquatic species
species-such-as-European- is covered in the Aquatic species
eel and brown trout, and- (including fish and aquatic invertebrates)
contribute-to-naturalfloed-  of Section 6.1 in 7.4 Outline
risk-managementthrough- Landscape and Ecological
creation-ofnevwwetland- Management Plan [REP3-030].
areas Essex Wildlife Trust confirmed 29" June

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 37
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IP Issue Essex-Wildlife Frustposition- National Grid response  Relevant-
documentati
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ID Issue Agreement reached Date agreed Relevant
documentatio
n
Essex Wildlife Trust confirmed- 2026 that this matter has now been_
that this-matter was-still under agreed between both parties._
ehseussion In ameetngto
discuss-the-Statement-of-
Common-Ground-on-9™
December 2025 with-no-
furthercomments-made-
+85. Abbotts Hall EWT interest in Abbetts Hall-as- Essex Wildlife Trust have expressed_ 29" June 2026 7.1
8 a-potential-to-colaborate-with-  interestin Abbotts Hall as a potential to_ Biodiversity
the-NtTproject—Neoted-this in-  collaborate with the Project._ Net Gain
an email from-18" August- National Grid confirms that they will Report
2023; continue to meet and work with [APP-299]
= Our interest in BNG is tosee- EWTEssex Wildlife Trust to understand
how-thisprocesscan- the opportunities for both parties in
become part of the mixto-  relation to wider BNG and Abbotts Hall.
deliver extensive guatity- Essex Wildlife Trust confirmed 29" June
habitats-on-this-site in the- 2026 that this matter has now been_
journey-away-from-Abbetts- agreed between both parties._
Hallas-a-commercialarable-
National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 38
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IP Issue Essex-Wildlife Frust-position- National Grid response  Relevant-
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on

ID Issue Agreement reached Date agreed Relevant

documentatio
n

the-UkK's-mediaand
subsegtently-to inspire and
educate the-people-of-
Essex-forgenerationsto
come with-a-spectacular-
environment that-will-deliver-
a-permanent-and enormous-
sense-of-pride-across-ati-oT
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IP Issue Essex-Wildlife Trust position- National Grid response Relevant-
documentatt
on

ID Issue Agreement reached Date agreed Relevant
documentatio
n

covered in the-next-meeting-
| et dlite
I onal Grid.
7 5. Cumulative Essex- Wildlife Trust- National Grid-provides-the following- 29" June 2026 5.3 Habitats
9 Effects highlighted in thetrRelevant- response to-Essex-Wildhife Trust's- Regulations
Representation-dated-11 commentsraised in their-Relevant- Assessment
November2025-thefollowing  Representationregarding -cumulative Report
contments: effects- [APP-082]
= \We may wish-to-discuss- +4Essex Wildlife Trust agrees that 6.17 6.17 Chapter
furtherthe-assessmentof- Environmental Statement Chapter 17 17:
cumulative impacts with- - Cumulative Effects [APP-281] has Cumulative
other-developments In been undertaken in accordance with the Effects of the
Essex—Essex is subjeetto-  Scoping Report and Scoping Opinion. ES [APP-281]
mutiple-majer infrastructure- No significant cumulative biodiversity
projects-that-will- effects have been identified on

cumatively-fragment biodiversity within Essex. This is also
ecological retwerks-and- concluded within 5.3 Habitats
reduce-habitat connectivity-- Regulations Assessment Report
The ES states that “The- [APP-082].

inter-project effects for-
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IP Issue Essex-Wildlife Frust-position- National Grid response  Relevant-
documentat
on

ID Issue Agreement reached Date agreed Relevant

documentatio
n

Tr405 Survey
.10  Deficiencies

ecology and-biodiversity

receptors during

€onRcurrent-major-

infrastructure projects-

it )
hiahlichted in thei | )
Representation dated 11-
November 2025 the following-
= Currently-the-baseline-
ecological assessment is-
incomplete. Fhe-ES-

Essex Wildlife Trust confirmed 29" June

2026 that this matter has now been

agreed between both parties.

¢-Survey results from 2025 (including

otter, water vole and bat roost

inspections) are presented within the

National Grid pic, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
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nationalgrid

1P Issue

Relevant-
documentatt
on

National Grid response

ID Issue

Agreement reached Date agreed Relevant

documentatio
n

species surveys-are-
incomplete, ahrd-surveys-
are-continuing into 2025--
We-may-wish-to-comment-
on-the-updated impact-

7r448 Legislation
L1 and Policy
Compliance

updated 6.8 Environmental Statement
Chapter 8 - Ecology and Biodiversity
[AS-026] which was submitted to the
Planning Inspectorate in November
2025. ConclusionsEssex Wildlife Trust
agrees that conclusions in the
assessment have not changed as a
result of the 2025 surveys undertaken.

Essex Wildlife Trust confirmed 29" June
2026 that this matter has now been
agreed between both parties.

National- Grid-provides-the following- @th June 2026

Lallis .

commentsraised in theirRelevant-

Representationregarding legislation and-
' i lafici e

» The-ApplicantconsidersEssex Wildlife

Trust agrees that the environmental

assessment is compliant with the
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comphies-with-The- Conservation of Habitats and Species
Conservation-of Habitats Regulations 2017 (the Habitats
and-Spectes-Regulations Regulations), the NERC Act 2006
2017 (the Habtats Section 40, the Environment Act 2021,
Regulations)the NERC-Aet the NPPF (December 2024) paragraphs
2006-Section 40, the- 185, 186, and 187, and National Policy
EnvironmentAect 2021, the  Statement EN-1.

NPPF (December 202;1)
paragraphs 185, 186, and
187, and National Policy
Statement-EN-1

Essex Wildlife Trust confirmed 29" June

2026 that this matter has now been

agreed between both parties.
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e 8-Signatures

This Statement of Common Ground is agreed upon by the undersigned parties:

For National Grid DocuSigned by:

Name ™ __
Position: Project Director
Date: 14/07/2026
For Ess
Name " _
Position: i Director of Conservation
14th July 2026
Date: y
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